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>-----Original Message----- 
>From: Martin Frank [mailto:Mfrank@aps. faseb.orq]  
>Sent:  blonday, October 2 3 ,  2000  3 : 5 8  PIbT 
>To: liprmn@ncbi .rilm.nih.gov 
>Subjecr:  Re: Grass roo t s  and a public  l i b r a r y  
> 

> 

>David, 
>Help me i f  you d o n ' t  m i n d  t o  understand the  meaning of t h i s  le t ter  which 
you 
>have apparent ly  signed a s  a representa t ive  of NIH. A r e  you suggesting tha t  
>NIH t r u l y  has the  f inanc ia l  a b i l i t y  t o  serve a s  t.he drchive f o r  a l l  the  
> s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e ?  Based on your e a r l y  experiences,  I f i n d  it  hard t o  
>bel ieve t h a t  you w i l l  be able  t o  manage the  da ta  dum13 t h a t  you would have 
t o  
>handle i f  we a l l  agreed t o  t h i s  proposal .  PJould NIX be funding t h i s  
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> i n i t i a t i v e ?  Would you be charging the  publ i shers?  Do you bel ieve  t h a t  t he  
>commercial publ i shers  would agree t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ?  

>Please he lp  me t o  understand where t h i s  proposal is going. Based on the  
f ac t  
> t h a t  you signed on t o  i t ,  I presume t h a t  you can provide some va luable  
Binsights .  

>Thank you i n  advance fo r  your comments. By the  way, congra tu la t ions  on 
your 
>e lec t ion  t o  the  IOM. 

>I.larty 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 
>Open L e t t e r :  

>We support the  establ ishment  of an onl ine  publ ic  l i b r a r y  t.liat would provide 
> the  f u l l  contents  of t he  published record of resear-ch and scholar ly  
>discourse i n  medicine and the  l i f e  sciences research i n  a f r e e l y  
access ib le ,  
> f u l l y  searchable ,  i n t e r l i nked  form. Establishment of t h i s  publ ic  l i b r a r y  
>would v a s t l y  increase  the  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and u t i l i t y  of the  s c i e n t i f i c  
> l i t e r a t u r e ,  enhance s c i e n t i f i c  product iv i ty ,  and ca ta lyze  integr-at ion of 
the 
>dispara te  cormunities of knowledge and ideas  i n  biomedical sc iences .  

>We recognize t h a t  t he  publ i shers  of our s c i e n t i f i c  journa ls  have a 
> leg i t imate  r i g h t  t o  a f a i r  f i nanc ia l  r e tu rn  fo r  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  
>communication. We be l i eve ,  however, t h a t  the  permanent, a r ch iva l  record of 
> s c i e n t i f i c  research and ideas  should ne i the r  be owned nor con t ro l l ed  by 
:,publishers, bu t  should belong t o  the  pub l i c ,  and should be f r e e l y  ava i l ab le  
>t,hrough ari i n t e rna t iona l  on l ine  publ ic  l i b r a r y .  

>To encourage the  publ i shers  of our journa ls  t o  support t h i s  endeavor, w e  
>pledge t h a t ,  beginning i n  September, 2 0 0 1 ,  w e  w i l l  publ i sh  i n ,  e d i t  o r  
>review f o r ,  and personal ly  subscr ibe t o ,  only those scholar ly  and 
s c ieii t i f i c  
> journa ls  t h a t  have agreed t o  g ran t  un res t r i c t ed  f r e e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  r i g h t s  t o  
zany and a l l  o r i g i n a l  research  r epor t s  theit they have published, through 
>mibMed Central  and similar onl ine  publ ic  resources ,  within 6 months of 
t h e i r  
> i .n i t i a l  publ ica t ion  d a t e .  

>S igried : 

>Between 10-5-2000 and 10-21-2000 ,  t he  following s c i e n t i s t s  have signed t h i s  
>letter:  

>David Agard, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Robert (Buzz ) Baldwin, Professor  , Department of Biochernistry , Stanford 
>University 
>David Baltimore, Pres ident ,  Caltech 
;Greg Barsli, Professor ,  Department of Ped ia t r i c s  and Genet ics ,  Stanford 
>Uni ver s i Ly 

>Paul Berg, Professor ,  Biochemistry, Stanford 
>Elizabeth Blackburn, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>mtt Bogyo, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Michael Botchan, Professor ,  Molecular and Ce l lu l a r  Biology, UC Berkeley 
>David Bots te in ,  Professor ,  Department of Genet ics ,  Stanford Univers i ty  
> P a t r i c k  0. Browi, Associate Professor ,  Department of Biochemistry, Stanford 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 
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>Univers i ti/ 
>Richard Calendar, Professor, Molecular and Cellular Biology, UC Berkeley 
>Graeme Davis, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
,>Mark Davis, Professor of Microbiology and Immunology, Stanford University 
>Joseph DeKisi, Assistant Professor, Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Jonathan A. E i s e r i ,  Assistant Investigator, TIGR 
>Michael E .  Eisen, Scientist, Life Sciences Division, 1,awrence Berkeley 
>National Lab  
>David Eisenberg, Professor, Molecular Biology Institute, UCLA 
>James Ferrell, Associate Professor, Molecular Phamnacology, Stanford 
>University 
>Robert Fletterick, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Uta Francke, Professor of Genetics, Stanford University 
;,iiarq B. Greenberg, Professor- and Dean of Research, Stanford University 
;.School of Medicine 
>Carol Gross, Department ot Biochpnistry, UCSF 
>Pehr Harbury, Assistant Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Stanford 
>University 
>Dan  Herschlag, Associat~e Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Stanford 
>University 
>Dale Kaiser, Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Stanford University 
>Regis B. Kelly, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Cynthia Kenyon, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
iCliaitari Iihosla, Associate Professor of Chemical Engineering, Stanford 
>University 
;Stuart Kim, Associate Professor, Developmental Biology, Stanford liniversity 
;.Jack Kirsch, Professor, Molecu tar and Cellular Biology, UC Berkeley 
>&Arthur Kornberg , Professor , Department of Biochemistry, Starif ord iJnivc?r:; i ty 
>Thomas Kornberg, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
> H a 0  Li, Department. of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>David Lipman, Director, NCBI 
>Dan Littman, Investigator, IiIMI, Skirball Institute of Bioinolecular 
>l.leciicine, NylT 

>Sharon Long, Professor, Biological Sciences, Stanford University 
>Hiten Macihani, Department of Biochemistry, TJCSF 
>Dyche Mullins, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Roe1 Nusse, Professor, Department of Developmentxl Biology, Stanford 
>University 
>Patrick 0' Farrell, Department of Biochemistry, UC'SF 
>Erin 0' Shea, Dept. of Biochemistry and Biophysics, lJC San Francisco 
>Scott Peterson, Investigator, TIGR 
>Suzanne Pfef fer, Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Stanford University 
>Natasha Raikhel, Professor, Plant Research Laboratory and Biochemistry 
>Department, Michigan State University 
>Rosemary J Redf ield, Associate Professor, Zooloqy, University of British 
>Columbia 
>Michael Rexach, Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, Stanford 
>lJniversi ty 
>Eddy Rubin, Department Head, Genome Sciences, Lawrence Berkeley National 
Lab 

>Gerald Rubin, Vice President for Biomedical Research, Howard Hughes Medical 
>Institute 
>Richard Scheller, Professor, Molecular and Cellular Physiology, Stanford 
>University 
>Matthew Scott, Professor, Department of Developmental Biology, Stanford 
>Un iver s i t y 
>ir , i ta  Sil, Assistant Professor, Microbiology, UCSF 
>Steven Smith, Professor of Molecular and Cellular Physiology, Stanford 
>University 
>,James Spudich, Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Stanford University 

> 
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>Didier S t a i n i e r ,  Department of Biochemistry, UCSF' 
>Robert Stroud, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
> J u l i e  Theriot ,  Ass i s t an t  Professor ,  Department of Biochemistry, Stanford 
>University 
>Jeremy Thorner, Professor ,  Molecular and Ce l lu l a r  Biology, IJC Berkeley 
>€?ob T ibsh i r an i ,  Professor ,  Health Research arid Pol icy,  Stanford University 
>Ron Tiale, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Harold E .  Varrrius, President ,  Mpmorial Sloan-Ketteririg Cancer- C e r i t e r  
i Joh i  Watson, Department of Biochemistry, UCSF 
>Arthur k i s s ,  Inves t iga to r ,  HIiMI, UCSF 
>Barbara Wold, Professor ,  Caltech 

>Note: We recognize t h a t  some s c i e n t i s t s  may agree i n  p r i n c i p l e  with t h i s  
>pledge, but have p r a c t i c a l  concerns about l imi t ing  t h e i r  options f o r  
;publishing t h e i r  research,  depending on the extent  of support t h a t  t h i s  
>pledge receives  from t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  pee r s .  Signatures on t h i s  le t ter  a r e  
>provisiondl u n t i l  May 1, 2001, when we intend t o  publish this open le t ter .  
>Until t h a t  time, your s igna tu re  represents  an agreement i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  and 
>can be withdrawn. We would be g r a t e f u l  i f  you would s t i l l  be wi l l i ng  t o  
have 
>your support made pub l i c ,  as your leadership by example w i l l  encourage: 
>others  t o  give s i m i l a r  support .  I f  you would l i k e  your support t o  remain 
> s t r i c t l y  conf iden t i a l  u n t i l  your comnitment is d e f i n i t e ,  w e  will honor t h a t  
>request .  [None of the individuals  l i s t e d  above have asked t h a t  t h e i r  
>signatures  be kept c o n f i d e n t i a l ] .  
>Patr ick 0.  Brown 
>mII 
iDepar t m e n  t of Bi.ocheiiiis t r y  
;Stanford University School of Medicine 
,S tanf or-d, CA 94 3 0 5 - 542 8 

> 

>FXX: (650) 723-1399 
>TEL: (650) 723-0005 
> 
>httD://cmqm.stanford.edu/pbrown .ihttw://cmam.stanford.edulpbrown> 
> 
> 
> 

> 
>Mart i n  Frank, Ph . D . 
.>Executive Director 
>American Physiological Society 
>9650 Roclrville Pike,  Bethesda, ME 20814-3991 

>Email : mf rank@aps . f aseb . org 
>APS Home Page: h t t p :  / /w .The-APS.o ra /  
> "  . . . i n t eg ra t ing  t h e  l i f e  sciences from molecule 
> t o  organism" 

;Tel: 301-530-7118 Fax: 301-571-8305 


